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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits the partial European search report under Rule 46(1) 
EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 

The search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the invention first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee must be 
paid for each of these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of this communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999, the search fee in force before 01 July 
1999 (EUR 869,-) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable. 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC. 
See also OJ EPO 06/1 999, 405. 

Moreover, the Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not 
comply with the provisions of the European Patent Convention to such an extent that it is not 
possible to carry out a meaningful search into the state of the art on the basis of some of the 
claims; reference is made to sheet C, which is attached to the search report. 

i—i The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to the 
M present communication. 

t*n Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) 
" attached as well. 



Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on 
the last day of the period for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic 
debiting procedure, Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1 999. 
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Reason for the limitation of the search: 

Present claims 1-20 relate to an extremely large number of possible 
compounds and processes for their preparation. Support within the meaning 
of Article 84 EPC and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 83 EPC 
is to be found, however, for only a very small proportion of the 
compounds and processes claimed. In the present case, the claims so lack 
support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. Consequently, 
the search has been carried out for those parts of the claims which 
appear to be supported and disclosed, namely those parts relating to the 
compounds prepared and described in the independent claims 5, 12 and 20 
with the following restrictions: R2=R3=R4=R5=hydrogen, Y=substituents 
exemplified in the description on page 14, line 8 - page 15, line 1. 
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